
 

 

February 2018  

DSSC Newsletter 
“If you dream and you allow yourself 
to dream, you can do anything.”       
– Clara Hughes, six-time Olympian, 
speed skating and cycling  

Winter edition 

Season speeding right along 
Time is flying by as quickly as our tremendous skaters, as the 
2017-18 season turns the corner and heads towards the stretch 
run. 

There are plenty of exciting things ahead, including the 
Olympics for one of our former members and the Ontario 
Winter Games for two of our current athletes. 

Skaters, please note that we will be on the ice for Family Day, 
Monday, Feb. 19, but not during the March break on Monday, 
March 12 and Wednesday, March 14. 

For more, read on …  

With the Pyeongchang Olympics set to go Feb. 9-25, it’s worth noting that speed skaters have 
accounted for the most Canadian medals of any winter sport, with 8 gold, 12 silver and 15 bronze won 
since 1924. Former DSSC skater Ben Donnelly will be looking to add to that total in South Korea. 

Important Dates 
Saturday, 
April 7 

Saturday, 
April 22 

Saturday, 
April 22 

Year-end fundraising 
event, 7 p.m, 

Open house at Legends 
Centre, 10:30-12:30 

Year-end banquet and 
AGM, 1:30-4:00 

Did you know? 

Upcoming meets 
Feb. 17-18 

Saturday, 
Feb. 24 

March 
10-11 

Provincial A 
Championships, 
Newmarket 

Regional Barrie meet 

Provincial B & C 
Ottawa meet 
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President’s Message 
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Well, we are in the last 
couple of months of the 
2017-18 speed skating 
season and it has been a 
great one so far. Many 
personal bests at 
competitions, great turnout 
at all of the meets and some 
tiring practices from the 
coaches. 

February brings three 
Regional or Provincial meets 

Fundraiser, awards banquet, AGM and open house all ahead 
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and the final one in March so 
be sure to gear up and get 
ready to finish the year 
strong. 

The major year-end 
fundraising event will be on 
Saturday, April 7 beginning 
at 7 p.m. The organizing 
team is working hard pulling 
things together so watch out 
for volunteer opportunities 
and get ready to have a great 

3

night.  It is an adult event so 
when selling tickets, 
remember the guests are to 
be of drinking age. It will be 
a lot of fun so be sure to 
mark this in your calendar! 

April 22nd will be another 
opportunity to promote our 
club with an Open House at 
the Legends Centre in north 
Oshawa. On the same day 
we will have our Year-End 

4

Awards Banquet with early 
registration for the following 
year. We also hold the AGM 
and vote in the new 
executive and support 
positions at this gathering. It 
is the time you get to choose 
what volunteer role you 
would like to be part of for 

5

the coming season. The main 
focus of the day, however, is 
celebrating the skating 
season and recognizing the 
skaters and volunteers so be 
sure to book this in your 
calendar also! 

Here’s to enjoying the rest of 
the skating season! 

6

Debbie 
McCulloch, DSSC President 

Mark April 7 and 22 on the calendar 
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We are so proud that Tyler 
McGillen and Sarah St. 
Denis have both qualified 
for the 2018 Ontario Winter 
Games that will be held in 
Orillia March 1-4, 2018. 
This is an excellent 
opportunity and we will all 
be cheering you on.  
Congratulations to both of 
you! 

We would also like to 
recognize that athletes 
succeed through hard work 
and dedication from 
themselves. They also 
benefit from great coaches 
and supportive parent so 
congratulations to Coach 
Darryl, Coach Chris and 
your parents!   

We are holding a Strategic 
Planning brain-storming 
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session on Tuesday February 
20th , 7 p.m. at the Civic on 
Thornton in Oshawa.  All 
parents and skaters are 
welcome.  Bring your ideas, 
dreams, plans and positive 
vibes to this meeting and we 
will all come together to 
build a framework for the 
future of DSSC, short-term 
and long-term. All ideas are 
encouraged! 

If you are not able to attend 
but want to have input, let 
Debbie know and you will 
be sent some questions that 
you can respond to as part of 
this club building process!  

This is the first exciting step 
to building a strategic plan 
for our great club to ensure 
we can sustain what is 
working now while creating 
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a vision for the future. We 
will likely be pulling 
together a team to lead this 
process that will liaise with 
the club executive. If you are 
interested in being part of 
this team, let Debbie know 
when you RSVP. 

We look forward to hearing 
from you all – no idea is too 
small! – please RSVP to 
Debbie McCulloch, Club 
President at 
president@durhamspeedskat
ingclub.ca so we have 
enough space. 

Let’s build our Club 
together! 

DSSC Executive  

 

Good luck 
to Tyler 

and Sarah 
at Ontario 

Winter 
Games  

Bring your best ideas to brain-storming session Tuesday, Feb. 20 at the Civic 


