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DSSC Newsletter 
“To uncover your true potential you 
must first find your own limits and 
then you have to have the courage 
to blow past them.” – Picabo Street, 
Olympic champion ski racer 

Fall edition 

Big plans for 2017-18 
It’s shaping up to be another great season for the Durham 
Speed Skating Club, which has entered its 13th year with 29 
members and perhaps more on the way with our Try B4 
program in full swing. 

Practices are underway Mondays and Wednesdays on Pad 2 of 
the Tribute Communities Centre in Oshawa and competition is 
right around the corner. 

Among the exciting events planned for this season is a return 
to the Oshawa Santa Claus parade in November and another 
Oshawa Generals fundraising night in January. 

For more, read on …  

For more than 1000 years, people have skated on frozen lakes, rivers and other bodies of 
water. The first well-known ice skates were made from animal bones ground to a 
smooth, flat surface. These were attached to shoes with leather straps. 

Important Dates 
Oct. 14-15 

Oct. 28 

Nov. 4-5 

Nov. 18 

First meet of the 
regional season (pre-
season) in Kitchener-
Waterloo 

Regional series meet in 
Brampton 

Provincial series meet in 
Cambridge 

Santa Claus parade 

Did you know? 

Jan. 28 Oshawa Generals 
fundraiser 
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President’s Message 
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Welcome to the 2017-18 
speed skating season.   

We are off to a great start 
with 23 returning skaters, 6 
new members, 8 TryB4 
skaters in September and 5 
ready for October! 

Many of you parents are 
becoming club ambassadors 
and sharing your knowledge 
and enthusiasm with the new 

Let’s make the 2017-18 the best yet! 
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skaters, parents and the 
TryB4 participants. It is so 
important that we all 
embrace the fact that this is 
OUR club and a positive, 
energetic atmosphere will be 
contagious!   

There are lots of things 
going on: fundraising events 
that need volunteers, our 
first meet in Kitchener, 
clothing orders underway 
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and sponsorship being 
renewed and sourced. The 
website is a great starting 
point if you have any 
questions regarding dates, 
meets, registration, etc.  Also 
Brenda’s new information 
board will be a great 
resource for your questions.   

The position of secretary is 
still open – this is a valuable 
position and a good way to 
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get involved in shaping the 
future of the club. Speak to 
me to find out more. 

I would like to extend a 
welcome to brothers Chester 
and Neil Roxas, prior speed 
skaters with the club and 
now assisting with the 
coaching crew! We look 
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forward to seeing you on the 
ice. 

See you at the rink! 

 

Debbie McCulloch, 
President, Durham Speed 
Skating Club 
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Club still looking for secretary 
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Over the summer and at the 
beginning of this season, we 
have been working hard at 
increasing our visual 
presence. Our efforts include 
social media, newspaper 
articles, lawn signs and last 
season we created a mini 
commercial. This year is 
going to be a big year for us 
with the winter Olympics 
likely creating a surge in 
interest to our sport come 
January/February. We are 
preparing with fundraising 
and sponsorship efforts, and 
media recognition. 
  
1. North Country meats 
fundraiser. Information has 
been sent to all skaters. This 
is a fundraiser to help the 
club and to help the skater. 
50% of the profit will go 
directly to the skater to help 
with next year's registration 
costs or to go towards the 
cost of racing meets. (Selling 
meat to go to meets lol... ok 
bad joke).  
 
2. Santa Claus parade: 
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Saturday, November 18th. 
We still need a volunteer to 
organize this event. Last 
year was a blast and this 
event doesn't take much to 
organize. If interested, 
please see Niki. 
  
3. Oshawa Generals game: 
Sunday, January 28th. Not 
only are we selling tickets as 
a fundraiser (tickets will be 
on sale prior to Christmas), 
we are again this year doing 
a demonstration skate during 
intermission. Last year was a 
success and this year is 
going to be even better. 
  
4. Open House: date to be 
determined in February. 
  
5. We will be contacting 
Boston Pizza again for a 
small fundraiser in February. 
Date to be determined. This 
is to help with recognition to 
our club as the winter 
Olympics are going on. We 
will need about 4 to 6 skaters 
and 1 to 2 parents to help 
with this event.  
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 6. We still need volunteers 
to organize the major year-
end fundraiser. This one 
takes a lot of time to prepare, 
so we need all hands on 
deck, even if you can only 
do a little. Every bit counts! 
  
7. Please talk to your friends 
and family and see if they 
know someone who may 
want to sponsor us. Those 
who helped get sponsors last 
year, please reach out and 
see if they will contribute 
again. Please see Claudine 
for more information. 
 
8. Sign up to our Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram 
accounts. Like and share! 
This is how more people will 
notice our sport and how we 
can help gain the recognition 
our club deserves. 
Facebook: 
@DurhamSkatesFast  
Twitter: 
DSSC@Durham_SSC 
Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/
durhamspeedskatingclub/ 

Many hands make 
light work  

Fundraising and sponsorship efforts 
and increased exposure are keys to 

keeping the club successful and 
thriving. Please consider helping out 

whenever and wherever you are able. 


